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Dear FGNA Neighbors and Friends, 

 

It has been a fast, exciting year for the neighborhood, and before it races to a close, let’s 

take the opportunity to share a topic the board has discussed many times over the 

years: inclusiveness of our association.  
 

There have been a lot of new faces at events this year – and that is exactly what FGNA 

is striving for! Our neighborhood is such a desirable place to live because new people 

can immediately be welcomed into the community. One thing we have noticed as 

members of the board have chatted with new attendees: many have lived in the 

neighborhood for years, and still were reluctant to attend an event. Some said it 

seemed the same faces are at the events, and they felt FGNA might be an “exclusive” 

thing. While it is true we have a regular group of neighbors that attend Happy Hours 

(who we look forward to seeing every month), we also look forward to meeting people 

we don’t know.   

 

One example that I think back to in the past few years is when a neighbor stopped by 

my house to pay for an upcoming brewery tour. She had never been to an FGNA event 

but thought the brewery tour would be a good one to share with her daughter. When 

she stopped by our house, Katie and I were in the middle of hosting a Happy Hour, and 

I recommended that she stay. There were about 20 people there at the time listening to 

music, enjoying food and beverages, and chatting. She told me that she’d never come to 

one out of shyness, but always wondered what these Happy Hours were like. I told her 

they were low key, informal events that she could come to anytime. I also told her if 

she was looking for something with a smaller crowd that she should check out a Music 

Guild or Book Club night. She soon became a regular at the Music Guild meetings and 

has attended several other events since! The FGNA Board wants more stories like that, 

so please know all neighbors are always welcome at every event.  
 

(Continued on page 3) 

F G N A  —  We ’ r e  A l l  i n  t h i s  To g e t h e r   
B y  M a t t  Lo l l a r ,  1 3 0 0  b l o c k  o f  E .  G r o v e  

 

FGNA Goals: 

• To celebrate and preserve our 

neighborhood’s unique character and 
history. 

• To promote communication and a 
sense of community between 

neighbors. 

• To give our neighborhood a voice in 
city decision-making. 

• To keep neighbors informed about 

city projects that may affect them. 

• To keep the neighborhood safe and 
traffic under control. 

• To help our neighborhood schools 
and businesses thrive. 

• To share expert information about 

topics of interest, such as gardening 
and home restoration. 
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Founders’ Grove Neighborhood Association 

The FGNA is a 501(c)(3)organization formed to enhance the community in which we live.  Every residence on and between the North-South boundaries 

(Oakland and Washington Streets) and the East-West boundaries (State and Mercer Streets) is a member invited to join any and all events.  No dues are 

required and activities are funded by voluntary donations.  Board member terms run for two years. 

FGNA Gear 
Make Great Holiday Gifts! 

Available at neighborhood events!! 
 

2019 Calendars available!! $5 

Sweatshirts:  Hoodies $25  

Crewneck $20     

Magnets and stickers:  $2 each 

Recyclable shopping bags:  

1 for $3, 2 for $5 

T Shirts: 

Men’s long sleeve T  $17 

Men’s/Women’s short sleeve T $15 

Koozies:  $2 each 

Happy Neighbors Happy Hours 
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Things We Forget About Trees 

By Tara  Henry ,  1300 b lock o f  East  Wash ington  2017-2018 FGNA 
Board Members  

 

President:  Matt Lollar 
779-875-8450 

lollarmatt@hotmail.com 
 

Vice President:  Tara Henry 
309-532-4556 

tarahenry@gmail.com 
 

Secretary:  Sonya Embry 

sonyajeremy@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer/Webmaster:            

Neil Gridley 
nmgridl@ilstu.edu 
 

Social Chair:  Todd Trainor 
tnt98@comcast.net 
 

Block Captain Coordinator:   

Matt Lollar 
lollarmatt@hotmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor:   
Sandra Underwood 
sandra.underwood@frontier.com 
 

Social Media:  Rhonda Massie 
rmassie@hotmail.com 
 

Historian:  Rochelle Gridley 
rochellegridley@hotmail.com 

 

E-List Manager:  Bob Dawson 
Bob@Dawson1.com 
 

Member at Large:  Amanda Hill 
Ahill8407@yahoo.com 
 

Member at Large:  Brett Stevens 

brett@armstrongburns.com 

 

Founders’ Grove is known for its proliferation of 

beautiful mature trees, which have taken decades 

to grow. Many of us deeply appreciate them, and 

have chosen our neighborhood because of this 

aesthetic that can only be developed with time.  

But how much of what we learned as kids about 

trees have we really retained?  When my little 

girl asked me two simple tree questions, I     

stammered through the basics but realized that I 

should’ve paid more attention to my elementary 

school teacher, instead of folding origami fortune

-tellers and poking the boy in front of me in 

class. 
 

“Are You Smarter than a Second Grader”  

Question 1: How does water get from   

under the soil to the top of the tree?  
 

The answer to the question above is simple:   

osmosis; the tendency of a fluid to pass through 

a semipermeable membrane into a solution where the solvent concentration is 

higher, equalizing the concentrations of materials on both sides of the membrane. 
 

Osmosis in trees works because there is a difference in the concentration of the 

sap inside the roots, which contains sugar, and the water in the ground, which holds 

only small amounts of dissolved nutrients. Osmosis forces water from the soil into 

small holes in the tree’s roots. Tubes push the water up the central trunk, through 

limbs, and into leaves. Unused water evaporates through tiny holes in the leaves and 

more water continues to be pressured up the tree.  
 

Question 2:  Why do leaves change color and fall off the tree?  
 

We all know that leaves use chlorophyll, 

sunlight, and carbon dioxide to create pho-

tosynthesis to make glucose and  oxygen.  

The glucose flows throughout the tree to 

provide energy, promote growth, and repair 

trauma, and the oxygen is  released into the 

air through holes in the leaves.  
 

The process of photosynthesis degrades the 

leaves’ supply of chlorophyll.  In the sum-

mer, full days of sunshine help the tree’s 

(Continued on page 3)  
FGNA Contact Info: 

 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove  

 

FGNA’s address:   

PO Box 3731, Bloomington, IL  61702 

http://www.facebook.comfoundersgrove/
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chlorophyll adequately regenerate.  In autumn, as days shorten and the tree prepares to part with its leaves, the production of 

chlorophyll decreases and it begins to be broken down for its nutrients.  It’s at this time that other pigments in the leaf      

become visible.  In a sense, those bright leaf colors are as much an absence of green as they are the presence of vibrant reds 

and yellows.    
 

Also in the fall, the tree’s food begins to move from the leaves to the center of the tree and its roots to conserve the tree’s 

resources and prepare for cold weather.  The tree’s hormones trigger a process called abscission, where cells at the base of 

the leaf begin to detach, which releases the leaf from the tree.  A layer of cells is generated to cover the exposed area, like a 

scab on a wound.  This process occurs in deciduous plants and trees, but not in evergreens.  

 

    Extra Stuff that You Shouldn’t Feel Dumb about if You Don’t Know:  

• An oak tree can produce up to 50,000 acorns a year, most of which decay or are eaten by animals. 

• The gingko is one of Earth’s oldest tree species.  It has been present on our planet for over 200 million years.  

• It takes the full day’s work of four large trees to replace the oxygen used by a gas-powered car driven for one 

hour.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Check out the following  

places for updates:  

 

fgna.org  and https://

www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove 

Speaking of inclusion, years ago, we tried an FGNA welcome committee. The concept was simple but turned out to be much 

more difficult to execute. When a new neighbor would move in, members of the committee would come by to drop off baked 

goods, the latest FGNA newsletter, a tote bag, and just let them know about upcoming events; a friendly way to welcome 

them to the neighborhood and provide a small sample of what we do. With over 900 houses to keep an eye on and people 

coming and going, it grew too difficult to track all the new neighbors and synch up with them. The committee stopped a few 

months after it started.  
 

Welcome Your New Neighbors 

The FGNA board would like to bring back the welcome committee, but we need your help!  This 

time, we’d like to change it to get all our neighbors involved. So, FGNA neighbors, we are now 

calling on you! If you see a new neighbor on your block, please consider doing one of two things:  

 

1) Introduce yourself and let them know about your experience with FGNA events 

2) Contact me (fgnabloomington@gmail.com) or Todd (tnt98@comcast.net) to let us know the address so that one of the 

FGNA board members can drop off an FGNA tote bag with some goodies and a newsletter with a personal note 

welcoming them to upcoming events.  
 

If you could do both things it would be even better!  

It may seem simple but taking a minute to drop us a note so that new neighbors feel welcomed as soon as possible will go a 

long way towards spreading the message that FGNA is for all of our neighbors. Thank you in advance for supporting the 

renewed welcome committee concept.   Each of us makes this a great neighborhood! 

 

Your Neighbor and Friend, 

Matt Lollar 

(Continued from page 1) 

‘ 
Calling all FGNA 

neighbors!!! 

mailto:fgnabloomington@gmail.com
mailto:tnt98@comcast.net


 

 4 

  Social News 

  By Todd Trainor, 1200 block of E. Grove  

Happy Holidays! 

 

Sounds like I’m jumping ahead a bit here.  Well, this edition covers 

quite a few holidays, so the timing is perfect to let the “hood” know 

how THANKFUL and BLESSED we are to have such a great neigh-

borhood family.  As Matt shared in his remarks, we all make up our 

fantastic neighborhood, so whether you showed up to just one 

event or all, please know, it’s always great to see you and to share 

in all the fun FGNA offers.  If you weren’t able to attend one of the 

many opportunities for whatever reason, please know, you were 

missed, but always welcome! 
 

The November happy hour has another theme:  WALKING TACOS!!!!  

Perhaps consider bringing taco toppings, your favorites!!  Be creative 

and have fun with whatever you think makes a great taco!  If you have 

not attended a happy hour, come check them out as it’s a GREAT way 

to meet your neighbors or just an awesome way to end a busy week.  

Interested in hosting one???  Reach out to me for available dates.  

Thanks in advance for your interest!! 
 

Looking back over the past year, we had an awesome turnout for   

Summer Solstice, 4th of July parade, Palooza, and Pizza in the Grove to 

name just a few.  There are still fun ones ahead, so be sure to check the    

Clip-N-Save on page 6 for where and when.  
 

Oh….. almost forgot!!  Save the date for the Friday December 14   hap-

py hour hosted by Nancy & Mike Schulz!  This is always a favorite as we 

gather wearing our favorite holiday attire.  This could be your “ugly” 

sweater, holiday pjs, Christmas slippers, you name it!  We can’t wait to 

see what you do with your holiday outfit!  Hope to see you there! 
 

Gearing up for 2019, we look forward to our tried and true fun stuff, 

and also adding some additional opportunities, such as a Euchre club.  

Check out page 6 for more details. 
 

Lastly, don’t forget to prepare for the winter months by winterizing:  

digging out those gloves, stocking caps, scarves, shovels and snow blow-

ers, as we have already experienced a drop in temperature.  Please stay 

safe and keep warm! 
 

Until next time! 

Todd 

 

PS.  Feel free to drop off your bake sale donation at the Schulz’s house, 

1322 E. Grove Street during happy hour, Friday, December 14..  The 

bake sale takes place at A. B. Hatchery, Saturday, December 15.   
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Neighbor -to-Neighbor  Class i f ieds  

Local services available in your own backyard!! 

Casper or Jos ie Tra inor ,  309 -828-8863 

“Casper the Friendly Pet  S it ter” in Founders ’  Grove —  re l iab le ,  respons ib le & reasonable .  

Seeking or want ing to  of fer a serv ice?   Neighbor -to-Neighbor Class i f ieds i s  a f ree one - t ime serv ice 

ava i l ab le to you! Contact :  sandra .underwood@front ier.com  

What would you like to see in your newsletter?  
2019 is just around the corner and that means time for new things; including new ideas to keep the FGNA newsletter 

relevant to what continues to make you feel great about our “hood”!   

Do you have a favorite recipe you’d like to share?  A hobby you would like to see showcased?  Would you like to see our 

neighborhood architecture highlighted?  You name it, you got it!  Would you like to brag on the kindness of a neighbor?   

Your stories, art, poetry, and recipes are welcomed as well!! 

Newsletter submissions due by Friday, January 18, 2019. Email Sandra Underwood: sandra.underwood@frontier.com. 

FGNA Young Artist Corner Thank you so much for sharing your talent!

Apple Tree—Bunker Hill, Age 3 Christmas Tree—Gigi Swanson, Age 2.5 Jack-o-Lantern—Finley Kentner, Age 3 

Meet:  Jerome and Betsy Elver and their family, Audrey  9,      
Henry  6, and Pearl 4 and the family’s Blue Heeler aka:     
Australian Cattle Dog, new to the 200 block of State Street! 

Betsy is a School Counselor at Bloomington High School and 
Jerome  is a Learning Technology Analyst at State Farm. 

FGNA’s good reputation, low crime rate, charming homes, close 
to work and school lured them to the neighborhood.  They love 
their front porch and overall charm!  Their favorite FGNA ac-
tivities so far have included Vinyl Hullabaloo and Halloween 
Trick or Treating. Welcome Elvers!! 
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Thurs. Dec. 20:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club;  7:00 p.m. 

1413 E. Grove St. jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

 

- January - 
 

Fri. Jan. 11:  Out of the Hood Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m.  

Hosts:  TBD 

Thurs. Jan. 17:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club;  7:00 p.m. 

1413 E. Grove St. jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

Tues. Jan. 22:  Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.  

1219 E. Washington St. rochellegridley@gmail.com 

Sun. Jan. 27:  FGNA Euchre Group; 7:00 p.m.  Host:  

Leisa Barbour, 108 Fairview Ave. See above for RSVP info. 
 

 - February - 
 

Fri. Feb. 8: Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m.  Hosts:  Elizabeth Rust, 

1901 E. Taylor St. 

Thurs. Feb. 21:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club;  7:00 p.m. 

1413 E. Grove St. jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

Tues. Feb. 26:  Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.  

1219 E. Washington St. rochellegridley@gmail.com 

 - November - 
 

Fri. Nov. 9: Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m.  Host:  Vicki 

Tinervan, 1016 E. Grove St. Theme:  Walking Tacos 

Thurs. Nov. 15:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club;  7:00 

p.m. 1413 E. Grove St. jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

Tues. Nov. 27:  Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 

p.m.  1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com 

- December - 
 

Thurs. Dec. 6: FGNA Member Meeting; 7:00 p.m.   

Centennial Christian Church.  Guest Speakers: 

Bloomington Fire Department Stuart Blade 

Fri. Dec. 14: Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m.  Host:  Mike & 

Nancy Schulz  1322 E. Grove St.  Optional to wear 

winter PJs or Holiday themed clothing.  Bring donations 

for bake sale. 

Sat. Dec. 15:  Annual FGNA Bake Sale @ AB 

Hatchery; 9:00 a.m.  - 1:00 p.m. Drop off baked good 

donations by 9:00 a.m. 

Sun. Dec. 16:  FGNA Christmas Caroling; 6:30 p.m. 

Meet at Centennial Christian Church.  Music sheets 

provided.  Instruments welcome! 

E-Mail Updates: Get on our E-LIST by contacting Bob Dawson, Bob@Dawson1.com or sign up at any happy 

hour for breaking news, upcoming events, and announcements (FGNA never shares email addresses). 

Clip-N-Save Calendar 
 

Join in for a fun night of caroling and spreading holiday cheer in our neighborhood!! 
 Sunday, December 16, 6:30 p.m. meet at First Centennial Christian Church parking lot 
 Music will be provided, but if you have a favorite carol, email sandra.underwood@frontier.com and it may 

just be included within a selection of music we will be singing!  Instruments are welcome!! 
 Do you know someone in our hood that would love to hear us sing?  Shoot Sandra an email and we will do our 

best to sing to them!! 
 Come bundled up!  Weather permitting we will gather at parking lot at 6:30 pm. 

New Euchre Group Starting Sunday,  January 27, 7:00pm!! 
 

If you like to play euchre for fun, please join us!  
 

We would like 12 people. The 3 tables will rotate partners during the night. 
   

It will cost $2.00 per person. The lowest score will get their $2.00 back and the winner gets the rest!!!  
(Pay for the babysitter!  LOL) It will be BYOB and Leisa will have snacks for the first night. 
 
 

Hosted by Leisa Barbour, 108 Fairview Ave 

Please RSVP leisa.barbour7@gmail.com  309-824-0980 

mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com
mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com
mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com
mailto:leisa.barbour7@gmail.com

