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If you’ve lived in Founders’ Grove for very long, you’ve surely 

passed by the property at the southwest corner of Mercer and East 

Washington and watched the changes occurring on that land, 

wondering what lies in the future for that landscape.  But did you 

ever wonder about its beginning?  Well, it all started with a man 

named Jens Jensen… 
 

Jens Jensen – he was a Danish landscape designer who has been celebrated for his 

revolutionary development of Chicago’s city park system, a man who designed 

residential estates for the elite, a man who accomplished great feats in conservation 

in the Midwest, and was named “the dean of American landscape architecture” by the 

New York Times.   Jensen was a passionate proponent of using native plants and was 

known for creating innovative prairie-style landscapes and using principles of ecology 

in a way that was ahead of his time.  Here’s the best part: four known original Jensen 

residential landscape plans exist for properties in Bloomington, and three of them are 

on East Washington Street (including the property mentioned above). The other 

known existing plan is for Ewing Manor, under the commission of Hazle Buck Ewing. 

Two other “projects” in Founders’ Grove are referenced in the Jensen archives, but I 

was unable to confirm that those “projects” were translated into a drafted plan.  
    

Private Practice 

Jensen left Chicago’s park system in 1920, and at age 60, started his own landscape 

design practice.   He created residential landscapes for Henry Ford, Edsel Ford, and 

many other wealthy people of influence across the Midwest and beyond.   

Jensen and architect Frank Lloyd Wright were contemporaries, and worked together 

on several projects.   However, their strong personalities and viewpoints made the 

implementation of a complementary architectural plan and landscape plan difficult.  

One of Jensen’s last significant public designs was created for Lincoln’s Memorial 

Garden in Springfield, in 1935. It features the native plants of the three states in 

which Abraham Lincoln lived (Illinois, Kentucky, and Indiana).   
 

Sociology Meets Landscape Design 

Jensen’s motivation in his landscape design may have links to the social and 

psychological climate of the late 1800s and early 1900s.  At this time, social reform 

pioneer Jane Addams was co-founding Chicago’s Hull House to help the poor, and 

Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau’s philosophies about personal 

communion with nature had been published. Jensen was a proponent of designing 

spaces of nature around schools and into playgrounds, and of adding community 

gardens in the city space.  He wanted all citizens to have a place to put their hands 

near the dirt, and he understood that city parks were a communal place to do so.    

This was also a time of advancement in science, as public health problems were 

sweeping through dense populations, including cities. Exposure to fresh air was 

recognized as beneficial for one’s health, and parks were an accessible resource by all, 
(Continued on page 3) 
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By  T a r a  H enr y ,  1 3 0 0  b l o c k  o f  E .  W a s h i n g t o n  

 

FGNA Goals: 

• To celebrate and preserve our 
neighborhood’s unique character and 

history. 

• To promote communication and a 
sense of community between 
neighbors. 

• To give our neighborhood a voice in 
city decision-making. 

• To keep neighbors informed about 
city projects that may affect them. 

• To keep the neighborhood safe and 

traffic under control. 

• To help our neighborhood schools 
and businesses thrive. 

• To share expert information about 
topics of interest, such as gardening 

and home restoration. 

Inside this issue: 

Thoughts from the Prez 

FGNA Officers 

4th Quarter Newsletter Due Date 

Newsletter Sponsors 

2 

 

Newsletter Sponsors 
 

3 

Social News 

Newsletter Delivery 

Considerate Pet Owner 

“The Grove” Private Property 

4 

Jensen’s Work in Founders’ Grove 

FGNA Artist Corner 

Neighbor-to-Neighbor 

5 

Author Meets with FGNA Book 

Clubs 

Cartoon by Darren Humphreys 

Old House Society 

Clip-N-Save Calendar 

6 

www.FGNA.org Fall 2017 Volume XV1, Issue  3 

Founders’ Grove Neighborhood Association 

The FGNA is a 501(c)(3)organization formed to enhance the community in which we live.  Every residence on and between the North-South boundaries 

(Oakland and Washington Streets) and the East-West boundaries (State and Mercer Streets) is a member invited to join any and all events.  No dues are 

required and activities are funded by voluntary donations.  Board member terms run for two years. 

FGNA Gear 
Available at neighborhood events!! 

 

Sweatshirts:  Hoodies $25  

Crewneck $20     

Magnets and stickers:  $2 each 

Recyclable shopping bags:  

1 for $3, 2 for $5 

T Shirts: 

Men’s long sleeve T  $17 

Men’s/Women’s short sleeve T $15 

Koozies:  $2 each 
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Thoughts from the Prez 

By Matt Lol lar, 1300 block of Grove  2016-2017 FGNA 
Board Members  

 

President:  Matt Lollar 
779-875-8450 

mattkat1304@gmail.com 
 

Vice President:  Tara Henry 
309-532-4556 

tarahenry@gmail.com 
 

Secretary:  Deb Hanchett 
dhanchett1812@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer/Webmaster:            
Neil Gridley 
nmgrdl@ilstu.edu 
 

Social Chair:  Todd Trainor 
tnt98@comcast.net 
 

Block Captain Coordinator:   

Katie Lollar 
mattkat1304@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor:   

Sandra Underwood 
sandra.underwood@frontier.com 
 

Social Media:  Rhonda Massie 
rmassie@hotmail.com 
 

Historian:  Rochelle Gridley 
rochellegridley@hotmail.com 

 

E-List Manager:  Bob Dawson 
Bob@Dawson1.com 
 

Member at Large:  Jackie Bauer 

mj.bauer@comcast.net 
 

Member at Large:  Mike Schulz 
mlschul@frontier.com  

F(AMILY)GNA 

As the 4th of July brunch at the Schulz’s was wrapping up, I 

started talking with some of the FGNA board about the  

turnout. One comment in particular from Todd, FGNA’s  

Social Chair: “I can’t believe how many families we have in 

FGNA now. It wasn’t like that ten years ago.” It is  

remarkable how many young families live within FGNA’s  

borders now; when Katie and I moved in with our kids a 

little over four years ago there were already a lot of families  

coming in, but it seems like it’s almost doubled even in this 

short time.  
 

With that in mind, the FGNA board continues to work events that focus on all 

sorts of crowds.  We still have kid focused events like the Ice Cream Social 

(August 13) or our annual Easter Egg Hunt, but the majority of our events now 

work for ALL crowds.  
 

At the 5th Annual Vinyl Hullaballoo (August 27) the kids can pick out music right 

alongside the adults or play a pickup kickball/whiffle ball game in the back yard. The 

5th Annual FGNA Palooza (September 23) gets a crowd of all ages throughout; 

families come early to play in the yard, listen to music, and stay for the food truck 

and then towards evening it becomes more of a traditional concert crowd (minus 

the mosh pits). The 2nd Annual Pizza in the Grove Event (October 21) is a lot of 

fun for the whole family and I’m excited to share our sponsor for the event this 

year, Dawn Peters of Mandell House Realty.  We will also have some                

entertainment while you wait in line for your pizza! The Halloween Happy Hour 

(October 13) is always a costume party for the entire family as are the Summer 

Solstice event, Yoga in the Grove (as long as the kids are able to do yoga), and 

Christmas caroling.        
 

For adults only, monthly Happy Hours and Music Guilds are still going strong and 

we’ll also be adding a Destihl Brewery Tour. We are in discussions with Green 

Top Grocery (November 18) to offer a cooking class. The FGNA board is       

determined that while we open more events to families that we don’t lose focus 

on offering things for you to do.  
 

One last note about families in the neighborhood: District 87’s first day back is 

August 18. Vehicle and pedestrian traffic really picks up with the school year, so 

please watch out for kids as you move throughout the neighborhood.  

 Matt 

 

Would love to publish you!!  Please submit by  

Friday, Oct. 20, 2017 Email Sandra Underwood:   

sandra.underwood@frontier.com. 

FGNA board elections are coming up this December 7. We typically vote on 

President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer at the meeting, but have even 

more board positions if you’re interested and get voted in. Let me know if you 

would want to sit in on the next board meeting in October 

(mattkat1304@gmail.com) to get a better feeling for what we do. 

Check out FGNA on facebook: 

www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove  

mailto:mattkat1304@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.comfoundersgrove/
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Check out the following places for updates: fgna.org  and https://www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove 

regardless of income.  Influenced by his own folk school experiences in the outdoors, Jensen wanted to create park spaces 

where Chicago residents and their families could escape the bustle of city life and be one with nature. 
 

Many Clientele; One Recognizable Style 

Jensen’s catalog of work includes a diversity of properties, big and small, private, public, and municipal.  Some of the design 

characteristics these projects have in common include:  

• Sun Relationships:  Jensen used landscaping to draw attention to the sky and sun, using clearings and open meadow spaces 

to be places to view the sunrise, clouds, sunset, and stars.  He also used tree spacing to create “sun openings” where 

brightness spilled down to create dramatic shade.   

• Curves:  Jensen preferred expansive, flowing curves, and used foliage inside the curve to create sweeping paths.   

• Favored Tree and Plant Specimens:  Jensen chose trees and plants that were native to the property’s region.  Hawthorns 

were one of Jensen’s favorite trees and were frequently used in his landscape designs.  Other plants often used by Jensen 

were plum, prairie crabapple, and prairie rose. 

• Council Rings: A common design element in Jensen’s plans was the council ring, a circle of stone surrounding a firepit.  

Inspired by Native American culture, the council ring was intended to be a place for all to gather and share ideas, with 

equal voices.  

• Water and Stonework:  One of the strongest elements in Jensen’s early park work were broad bodies of water, 

reminiscent of the Chicago wetlands that had to be tamed in order to create the city.   He also used small ponds, streams, 

and pools, fortified with stones that mirrored those of the prairie bluff.   
 

From Creation to Conservation 

Jensen was a passionate conservationist, and became the “green voice” of many causes.  Although Jensen valued his park work 

the most, designing private estates allowed him to foster relationships with his clients that led to their support of his  

conservation efforts.  Two groups he helped organize brought attention to these conservation efforts:  the Prairie Club and 

the Friends of Our Native Landscape. Within these organizations, he networked with people from a myriad of professional 

backgrounds  helping him further his cause.  Their group efforts led to the preservation of the Indiana Dunes, the lands around 

Starved Rock, as well as the creation of the Illinois state park system.  
 

Legacy 

Jensen’s legacy lives on through his landscape plan drawings, his memoirs, and many other documents recording his highly 

respected work, but unfortunately, very few of Jensen’s original designs exist with the integrity of his original intent.  In 

particular, his residential designs were so natural that as property changed hands, the structure of the design was often “left to 

nature” and not maintained, or discarded by property owners who preferred a different aesthetic.  
 

Jens Jensen was a man who attempted to help people build a sense of identity with the natural heritage of their region.  He 

linked man’s exposure to the open air to the development of his very awareness of self.  Jensen later merged that appreciation 

of one’s native environment with social philosophies to create landscape designs in ways that reflected his personal principles 

and those of the changing society around him. He was passionate, persistent, and unyielding in his insistence that modern 

society regain its communication with the natural world.  His gift was the ability to provide a venue for that communication – 

to transform an outdoor space into a living work of art, to do so in a way that highlighted its most natural beauty while 

retaining its true wild character.   
 

For more information on the properties in our neighborhood with which Jensen was involved, see “Jensen’s Work in Founders’ Grove“ on 

page 5.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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  Social News 

  By Todd Trainor,  1200 block of Grove  

 

 

 

Reflecting back since the last edition it’s been an awesome summer filled with great activities: FGNA yard sales, summer    

solstice with great attendance; some new faces, champion bags winners (Rebecca & Mike), surprise visit from the Bloomington 

Fire Fighters in their fire engine bringing excitement to the crowd, and free burgers and hot dogs enjoyed by all.  Once again 

our 4th of July parade showed a grand patriotic presence with spectators and neighbors lining the designated route with 205 

participants and 16 pets lead by Bagpiper Steve and Drummer John, followed by a brunch gathering in the backyard at Nancy 

& Mike Schulz (thank you SO MUCH for hosting this traditional event, both of you ROCK)! 
 

With autumn around the corner everyone will be starting new routines with school starting, falling back with the time change, 

also preparing for winter. With this, said please watch our social media outlets for fall activities; some traditional, others back 

by popular demand and new ones introduced. 
 

We continue to work out details for fall pizza in "The Grove" with Peelers Oven works, as well as a private Founders’ Grove 

tour of the new Desthil Brewery. For all the dates and times for events happening in FGNA, check out the “Clip-N-Save”  

section on page 6. 

Todd 

Maybe you have noticed the beautiful empty lot across from the Centennial Christian Church on Grove Street.  Our neighbor, 

David Beich, is the owner of this property, known to many as “The Grove.” He has very generously allowed FGNA to host 

the Summer Solstice, Easter Egg Hunt and Pizza Oven Party at his location every year since he purchased the property and 

finished the landscaping. You may see wedding ceremonies in “The Grove” throughout the summer and Om Tribe Yoga has 

been given permission to have yoga classes every Tuesday in the summer months. 
 

While David is very generous in giving permission for use of “The Grove,” it remains his private property and is not a public 

park. Because of this, it is inappropriate for residents to use the property as a dog park.  In the past few months an increased 

number of people and dogs have been observed in “The Grove,” while only a few people actually have permission to enter. 

Thank you for observing the rules of private property and being a good neighbor.   

Would you like to deliver the Founders” Grove newsletter to your neighbors?? 

Please let us know if you would like to be a substitute delivery person or have your own router to deliver 4 times a year  

(one time each quarter).  Contact Block Captain Coordinator/Katie Lollar for details (815) 260-7940 or katlollar@gmail.com. 

 

Thank YOU for Being a Considerate Pet Owner 
a)    Keep your pet on a leash when walking them or outside a fenced yard 

b)    Pick up your pet’s feces when on walks or on others property 

c)    Control pet barking, howls, audible sounds not to disturb the peace of the neighborhood      
 

For more clarification see: www.cityblm.org/government under Animal Regulations. 

mailto:katlollar@gmail.com
http://www.cityblm.org/government
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I first heard of Jens Jensen four years ago while writing a piece on Gray 

Ledges (the home at southwest corner of East Washington and  

Mercer), which was originally built in 1920 by Spencer Ewing. Fran  

Owen, who owned the home at the time, told me the house was de-

signed by John Van Bergen, a prairie style architect who worked for 

Frank Lloyd Wright at his studio in Oak Park, and the original landscape 

was designed by Jens Jensen.  Fran gave me a tour of the property, which 

included a beautiful stone-rimmed pool, and trees as far as the eye could 

see. Professional arborist (and former FGNA resident) Bobby Jones later 

showed me a copy of Jensen’s original landscape plan for the Owen 

property, which was filled with hawthorn trees (not surprising, since 

hawthorns were Jensen’s favorite tree).  Fran had told me the trim on 

the outside of the house contained a pattern was said to symbolize the 

hawthorn tree:  green representing the leaves, red for the berries, gray 

for the thorns, and brown between the berries for the bark.  When the 

Owen family added trees to the property, they deliberately added  

Washington Hawthorns as an homage to Jens Jensen.  
 

The next year I learned of a second Jensen-designed yard, done in 1918 

for Frank Aldrich at 1506 East Washington (now the Oakey/Randolph 

home).     
 

I later read a book about Jensen including a documented listing of      

hundreds of his projects*, six of which are residential landscaping      

projects right here in Bloomington, and listed below, as written.   

• Spencer Ewing, 1911 & 1920 

• Frank W. Aldrich, 1918  

• Mrs. Davis Ewing, 1923-24, 1932 

• R.A. Noble, 1921 
 

When I reached out to the three residents who own those homes today 

(the Williams at 1308 E. Washington, Michele King at 1522 E. Olive, and 

Jim & Ruthann Stevens at 1406 E. Washington), none had any idea  their 

property was referenced as a Jensen project, but were excited to hear 

more. Upon showing the original Jensen landscape plan of the Williams’ 

house to the current resident, she told me of how she played in the 

“stone garden” (which was a piece of Jensen’s design) as a little girl, while 

visiting the home’s then-resident, Mrs. Price, and how childhood      

memories of that beautiful yard were part of what inspired the purchase 

of the home in 1998.  If only yards could speak… 
 

*The Projects listed in the Jensen book were compiled from Jensen’s archives, but the 

book’s author was unable to determine if all of those Projects were implemented.  

Through current property owners’ records and Bobby Jones’ collection of Jensen’s plan 

designs, existing copies of Jensen’s actual landscape plans have been confirmed for 

four of the six properties mentioned, but not for1406 East Washington or 1522 East 

Olive.  

Neighbor -to-Neighbor  Class i f ieds  

Local services available in your own backyard!! 
 

Katie Graehl ing ,  309 -200-9114—Penguinqeen14@hotmail .com 

Respons ib le & respect fu l  babysit ter,  pet  s i t ter,  and mother ’s helper.   Ready and wi l l ing  to water 

plants ,  trash & recyc l ing ,  and take in newspaper.   
 

Seeking or want ing to  of fer a serv ice?   Neighbor -to-Neighbor Class i f ieds i s  a f ree one - t ime serv ice 

ava i l ab le to you! Contact :  sandra .underwood@front ier.com  

    Jensen’s Work in Founders’ Grove by Tara Henry 

FGNA Artist Corner 
Thank you so much for sharing your talent! 

“Flower Garden” by Maddy Fehr 

“Apple Tree” by Evan Fehr 
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Sat. Sept. 23:  Annual FGNA Palooza; 2:30-10:30 p.m. 

Hosts: Matt & Katie Lollar  1304 E. Grove. 

Tues. Sept. 26:  Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.  

1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com 
 

-  October - 
 

Fri. Oct. 13: Halloween Family Happy Hour (costumes 

welcome);  5:30 p.m.  Hosts:  J. & Cassandra Donleavy  

1924 E. Oakland Ave.    

Thurs. Oct. 19:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club;  7:00 p.m. 

1413 E. Grove jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

Sat. Oct. 21:  FGNA/Peeler’s Pizza Oven in “The Grove” 

5:00 p.m.  1222 E. Grove.  

Tues. Oct. 24:  Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.  

1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com 
 

- November - 
 

Fri. Nov. 10:  Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m.  Hosts:  TBD 

Sat. Nov. 18:  Cooking Class; 3:00-5:00 p.m.  Hosts: 

Green Top Grocery  921 E. Washington.  More info to 

come. 

- August - 
 

Fri. Aug. 11:  Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m.  Host:  Ruth Ann 

& Jim Stevens  1406 E. Washington.   

Sun. Aug. 13:  Annual Ice Cream Social; 2:00 p.m.  

Host:  Deborah & Greg Halperin  1213 E. Washington.   

Thurs. Aug. 17:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 

p.m. 1413 E. Grove jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

Tues. Aug. 22:  Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 

p.m.  1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com 

Sun. Aug. 27: Vinyl Hullabaloo; 2:00 p.m.  Hosts:  

Mike & Nancy Schulz  1322 E. Grove.  Bring blanket/

lawn chair/beverage/vinyl if you have it.  

- September - 
 

Thurs. Sept. 7: FGNA Member Meeting; 7:00 p.m.   

Centennial Christian Church.  Guest Speakers: Jim 

Karch/City of Bloomington. 

Fri. Sept. 8:  Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m.  Host:  Sonya & 

Jeremy Embry 1320 E. Grove.   

Thurs. Sept. Sept. 21:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 

7:00 p.m. 1413 E. Grove jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

E-Mail Updates: Get on our E-LIST by contacting Bob Dawson, Bob@Dawson1.com or sign up at any happy 

hour for breaking news, upcoming events, and announcements. (FGNA never shares email addresses) 

Clip-N-Save Calendar 
Every Tuesday:  YOGA in the Grove! with the OM Tribe: theomtribe.org  @ at 1222 E. Grove St.  

              Free, and donations are always accepted. Yoga ends Sept. 26. 

 
 

 

 Talking with others about stories is a favorite pastime for 

dedicated readers, but have you ever wanted to talk directly 

with an author about her work? FGNA’s Mystery Lovers and 

Washington Street Book Club invited award-winning author, 

Lori Rader-Day, to their first joint meeting (via Skype) in July. 

Members enjoyed music from the playlist Lori listened to while 

writing her latest release, THE DAY I DIED before she joined 

them online. The biggest surprise? A thriller writer on the page 

is funny and engaging in person. 

 

“One of the best things about being a writer is connecting with 

readers either in person or online,” said Lori before the event. 

“At first it's weird that these strangers seem to know so much 

about a project that's been your little secret for so long—but 

then they bring their own thoughts and interpretations to the 

story, which is great. I love hearing what people's favorite lines 

or scenes are, and it's always something different.” 

 

You can meet Lori in person during her author visit to Normal 

Public Library October 12 and read more about her work at   

LoriRaderDay.com. 

Author Meets with FGNA Book Clubs;  

Preps for Normal Public Library Visit, By Jen Johnson  

FGNA's Matt & Elisabeth Reed will be presenting a lecture for the Old House Society entitled, "Fast 

Fashion and Cookie Cutter Homes". This event will be held at Ewing Manor on Friday, September 

29 at 6pm. The lecture will compare the relationship between craftsmanship in clothing to craftsmanship 

in homes, and how society is trending back towards simplicity and sustainability.  Guests may take a tour 

of Ewing Manor after the lecture. For more info, visit www.oldhousesociety.org.  

Courtesy of cartooncache.com 

mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com
mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com
mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com
http://loriraderday.com/
http://www.oldhousesociety.org/

