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Our kids have grown up in a world that recycles all 

things paper and glass, that shuns single-use Ziploc bags, 
and wouldn’t dare leave the water running while 

brushing teeth.  But there is a new awareness that has 
been emerging – recognizing the importance of 

sustainability in our clothing.  
 
We’re a culture of “fast fashion”, where clothing styles 

change frequently and become disposable once the next 
trend appears.  Our local thrift shops reflect the 

retirement of last season’s discards with their bulging 
inventories. But what happens to the clothes that get 

donated to the Goodwill but don’t get chosen for sale, or that make it to the racks 
but don’t get sold? A surprisingly small percentage of what gets donated to thrift 
stores actually gets purchased there.  The remaining items either end up in American 

landfills or get shipped overseas (taking jobs away from textile producers in those 
economies) where they may eventually end up in those communities’ garbage dumps. 

Millions of pounds of clothing end up in American landfills every year -- and that’s just 
from Goodwill Industries. 

 
The point here is not to discourage you from donating your used clothing to thrift 
shops.  The point is to think about what you’re purchasing to begin with, to choose 

sustainable items, and to extend their life if you can.  To help you wear your favorite 
pieces longer, behold “Fix It Friday”, the brainchild of FGNA resident and ISU 

Fashion Professor Elisabeth Reed.   
 

The Thoughts Behind The Fix 
Elisabeth has been a Fashion Design and Merchandising Instructor at ISU for nine 

years, and has seen the fashion industry’s perception of sustainability change.  In her 
classes she frequently uses the positive example of Patagonia, Inc., a company whose 
mission statement is to “build the best product, cause no unnecessary harm, and use 

business to inspire and implement solutions to the environmental crisis.”  Patagonia’s 
goal of being environmentally and socially responsible in their industry has led them 

to extend the life of their products by operating a mobile repair truck with staff who 
will mend Patagonia clothing, as well as providing “do it yourself” repair instructions 

to consumers.   
 
After reading an article about an art professor who set up a free repair table in an 

area of San Francisco with a large homeless population and then used an old sewing 
machine to mend their clothing, Elisabeth had a thought.  If Patagonia and an art 

professor can initiate change, why can’t we do something similar here in our 
community?   

(Continued on page 3) 

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  P r o m p t s  F G N A  R e s i d e n t ’ s  “ F i x  I t  F r i d a y ”  
By  T ar a  H e n r y ,  1 3 0 0  b l o c k  o f  E .  W a s h i n g t o n  

 

FGNA Goals: 

• To celebrate and preserve our 

neighborhood’s unique character and 

history. 

• To promote communication and a 
sense of community between 

neighbors. 

• To give our neighborhood a voice in 

city decision-making. 

• To keep neighbors informed about 

city projects that may affect them. 

• To keep the neighborhood safe and 

traffic under control. 

• To help our neighborhood schools 
and businesses thrive. 

• To share expert information about 

topics of interest, such as gardening 

and home restoration. 
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Founders’ Grove Neighborhood Association  

The FGNA is a 501(c)(3)organization formed to enhance the community in which we live.  Every residence on and between the North-South boundaries 

(Oakland and Washington Streets) and the East-West boundaries (State and Mercer Streets) is a member invited to join any and all events.  No dues are 

required and activities are funded by voluntary donations.  Board member terms run for two years. 

FGNA Gear 
Available at neighborhood events!! 

 

Sweatshirts:  Hoodies $25  

Crewneck $20     

Magnets and stickers:  $2 each 

Recyclable shopping bags:  

1 for $3, 2 for $5 

T Shirts: 

Men’s long sleeve T  $17 

Men’s/Women’s short sleeve T $15 

Koozies:  $2 each 

Professor Reed and students 
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Thoughts from the Prez 

By Matt Lol lar, 1300 block of  Grove 2015-2016 FGNA 
Board Members  

 

President:  Matt Lollar 
779-875-8450 
mattkat1304@gmail.com 
 

Vice President:  Tara Henry 
309-532-4556 
tarahenry@gmail.com 
 

Secretary:  Deb Hanchett 
dhanchett1812@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer/Webmaster:            

Neil Gridley 
nmgrdl@ilstu.edu 
 

Social Chair:  Todd Trainor 
tnt98@comcast.net 
 

Block Captain Coordinator:   

Katie Lollar 
mattkat1304@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor:   

Sandra Underwood 
sandra.underwood@frontier.com 
 

Social Media:  Rhonda Massie 
rmassie@hotmail.com 
 

Historian:  Rochelle Gridley 
rochellegridley@hotmail.com 

 

E-List Manager:  Bob Dawson 
Bob@Dawson1.com 
 

Member at Large:  Jackie Bauer 

mj.bauer@comcast.net 
 

Member at Large:  Mike Schulz 
mlschul@frontier.com  

 

BENEFITS OF  
BEING A  

MICRO-URBANITE 
 

 
 

Most internet searches of the term “Micro-Urban” will lead you to articles by 
and about the Champaign-Urbana area, which makes sense since the term has 

not fully been embraced into modern vocabulary (and since Champaign-Urbana 
coined the term themselves). Loosely defined by micro-urbanist.com, the term 
Micro-Urban refers to “population centers of 250,000 or less that possess a 

highly uncommon set of desirable attributes normally exclusively associated 
with much larger metropolitan centers.” Also necessary to a Micro-Urban    

region are: an active cultural and nightlife scene, diverse population, and a keen 
focus on major societal concerns.  
 

When I go to work in the Peoria area, I talk about FGNA, and to a greater    

extent Bloomington, with my co-workers. Not a single co-worker of mine lives 
within a ten mile radius of where we work (I, obviously live the farthest away); 

they either live in a rural community because of their desire to have a large plot 
of land or in a new construction neighborhood because that’s typically the best 

option available.  
 

At the end of each week when I ask co-workers about their weekend plans, I 
get one of two responses: either not much is going on, or they are taking quick 

road trip somewhere for a night out. When I talk about what our family will be 
doing I always get a “you guys ALWAYS have something going on” response. 
It’s true. So far this year members of my family have gone to a hockey game, 

two rock concerts, a modern orchestral performance, and football game; all 
without being in the car for more than ten minutes or paying for “extra”     

privileges like parking.  
 

Add to the mix that we live in Founders’s Grove and with FGNA have even 
more activity options, and I can’t help but feel that where we live is one of the 

most desirable scenarios; one without the inconveniences of big city life or   
limited opportunities of rural living. Champaign-Urbana may have invented the 

designation, but I’m proud to live in another area that makes the same claim of 
offering culture AND convenience.  
 

I hope you will join me and my family this summer in our neighborhood as we 

enjoy the many opportunities to gather together.  No better place to be —
thanks for being a part of it and making FGNA what it is! 

 

 Matt 
 

We’re on Facebook! 
 

“Like” us to  

keep up with  

neighborhood news,  

community events, 

and future plans:  
 

www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove  

 

Would love to publish you!!  Please submit by  

Friday, July 28, 2017 Email Sandra Underwood:   

sandra.underwood@frontier.com. 

micro-urban:  [mahy-kroh ur-buh n]  - adj. 

1. applies to population centers of 250,000 or less 
that possess a highly uncommon set of desirable 
attributes normally exclusively associated with 
much larger metropolitan centers. 

http://www.facebook.comfoundersgrove/
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Check out the following places for updates: fgna.org  and https://www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove 

 

Elisabeth discussed her idea with a few of her Fashion students and 
worked with them to brainstorm and organize the project, which 

they titled “Fix It Friday”.  The goal of Fix it Friday was for skilled 
fashion students to set up a mobile repair table in varying locations 
and offer free basic clothing mending and repair services to the 

community, with the intent of 1) extending the life of consumer 
clothing, 2) reducing the amount of textiles that end up in landfills, 

3) giving back to the community, and 4) promoting sustainable 
fashion.  Elisabeth and her students then worked with ISU’s Office 

of Sustainability to apply for a grant for the project, which they were 
awarded.   
 

The students borrowed two sewing machines from ISU’s sewing lab, 

gathered hand-mending supplies and a table, and marketed their first 
Fix It Friday.  They set up their first “pop-up repair shop” at the quad at ISU, and spent four hours fixing rips and holes, sewing 

on buttons, and replacing broken zippers.  It was a big hit, and since then they have held many Fix It Friday events in various 
locations throughout Bloomington and Normal.  They have repaired everything from the ripped coat off a man’s back to a little  
girl’s teddy bear…anything to prolong the life of a textile product.  
 

If you would like to attend a Fix It Friday event, you can follow them on their Facebook page (their events will resume in the 
fall, once students return to campus).  If you would like to donate supplies for this cause (buttons, threads, patches, basic 

repair items) please email Elisabeth at ereed2@ilstu.edu.  And if you have an idea that can help solve a need in our community, 
follow Elisabeth’s lead and “Fix It”!!  

(Continued from page 1) 

Shout out to Bloomington Meats on Bunn Street for donating the meat and  

Schnucks for their donation for the FGNA Cinco de Mayo party.  You’re the best!! 

Bikes Lanes are Coming to Washington Street - Soon! 
Bikes lanes are headed to FGNA - at least for a trial!  The plan is to have bike lanes on both sides of 
Washington Street from Kreitzer to Regency.  The first implementation will be demonstration lanes 

from Kreitzer to Mercer.  Parking will be retained by having a combined bike/parking lane on the 
north side. The lines will be put on with chalk by Bike BloNo, in coordination with the city, May 15 - 

19.  In late May, there will be a public meeting for the Founders’ Grove area so that residents may 
voice their opinions, questions, and concerns regarding the bike lanes. 

 

In late June, the town council will vote on the proposal.  If it passes, bike lanes will be painted permanently on this stretch of 

road and will also be painted permanently between Mercer and Regency when that stretch of road is resurfaced—sometime 
between June and November. 
 

The proposal spans five of the city’s nine wards and can be viewed on Bike BloNo’s website:  https://bikeblono.org.  If you have 

any questions or concerns you can contact our City Council Member, Amelia Buragas, ward4@cityblm.org.  

mailto:ereed2@ilstu.edu
https://bikeblono.org/
mailto:ward4@cityblm.org
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  Social News 
  By Todd Trainor,  1200 block of Grove  

 

What a wonderful Spring we have had so far with all of the unique     

flowering trees and spring flowers blooming. Did you notice our       
neighborhood bench on Grove and Kreitzer??  Please watch for the 

transformation of this bench as we are beautifying the neighborhood for 
our guests and neighbors to enjoy.   
 

Recently we held our annual Easter egg hunt at “The Grove” with a huge 

attendance and over 900 stuffed plastic eggs to be hunted.  Everyone of 
all ages seemed to enjoy the event, seeking hugs as well as getting a   

photo opportunity with Peter Cotton tail.   
 

The Founders’ Grove board has been planning several new events as well 
as our traditional favorites.  We are currently working out details for the 

June Summer Solstice…watch our Facebook page or fgna.org for the 
final details coming soon! 
 

Hey, are you trying to reduce, reuse, recycle?  Don’t forget, FGNA has 

our neighborhood garage sales coming up Friday and Saturday, June 2-3.  
Details follow below.   
 

You should be receiving this newsletter in time for the Annual Plant   

Exchange Saturday, May 20 (thanks, Anne & Todd for hosting again!). 
Check out the Clip-N-Save for additional details and also for a list of the 

other great summer events.    
 

We are looking forward to a great summer filled with children playing, 
bike riding, residents exercising or walking their furry friends, strolling 

with the little tikes, music gatherings, neighborhood sales, lemonade 
stands, fireworks, food trucks, and ice cream socials…ahh do I need to 

say any more about this awesome neighborhood.  Founders’ Grove you 
ROCK!   
 

As always, let us know if you have any suggestions/ideas for future events 

in the ‘hood.  If you are interesting in hosting a Fall happy hour let me 
know and we will get you signed up.  

See you around, Todd 

FGNA Neighborhood Sales are coming on June 2 & 3!  
 

Sign up today to make sure your sale is on the map. It's easy: just send an email to                      

fgnabloomington@gmail.com with your address and up to five categories or items that will be      
included in your sale. Then bring $4 to the FGNA member meeting in the basement of          

Centennial Church on  Thursday, June 1 at 7PM and we will have your yard sign and a stack of 
sale maps to leave out for your customers. Matt will send out reminders once you sign up and 
will send the final map out  electronically so that you can help spread the word. This is a high  

traffic event, so be prepared to sell LOTS of stuff! 

JUNE 2 & 3 

mailto:fgnabloomington@gmail.com
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Neighbor -to -Neighbor  Class i f ie ds  

Local services available in your own backyard!! 
 

Johanna Rayman, 309-310-5453  -  
2 professionals are seeking to house sit or rent a house/apartment from May 30-June 28.  We sold our house in     

Founders’ Grove and will need to find a place to stay for 1 month. Dog friendly ideal. Call or email at jrmsw@aol.com  
 

Casper Trainor , 309-828-8863—  

“Casper the Friendly  Pet Si tter” —  re liab le ,  responsib le & reasonab le  
 

Kat ie Graeh l ing , 309 -307-7807—  

Responsib le & respectfu l babys i tter,  pet s i tter,  and mother’s he lper.   Ready and wi l ling to water 
p lants , trash  & recyc l ing,  and take in  newspaper.  

 

Seeking or wanting to of fer a serv ice?  Neighbor-to-Neighbor Class i f ieds i s a f ree one -time    
serv ice availab le to you! Contact: sandra.underwood@frontier.com  

“Funny Things FGNA Kids Say"  
 

The questions and statements that our young kids' brains produce can be 

pretty amusing...if you want to share one of your child's  
comments in an upcoming segment called: "Funny Things FGNA Kids 

Say" please email it to tarahenry@gmail.com.   
We can print it anonymously if you wish. 

Healthy in a Hurry Food Truck Coming to FGNA!! 

Rev up your appetite! Wednesday, 5/24 @ 5:15p Centennial Christian Church Parking Lot, East Side. 

Check out their Facebook page for menu options! 

The Old House Society (OHS)  Annual Tour of  Homes  
Saturday June 10, 10am—4pm 

West Side Stories—Featuring properties on Bloomington’s Historic West Side 
 

From raucous beer gardens to the grit and grime of the coal mines, the West Side was an exciting place to live. Old House Society is 
partnering with the West Bloomington Revitalization Project and the McLean County Museum of History to present this event    
celebrating the architecture and history of Bloomington. 
 
Standard tour tickets are $15.  Premium tour tickets, including an exclusive walking tour are $25.  Tickets are now available at retail locations, including Retrofit 
Culture, AB Hatchery, Bloomington Schnucks, Garlic Press, and the OHS Architectural Salvage Warehouse. 

 
Tickets also available online:  www.oldhousesociety.org (convenience fee applies). 
 

Volunteers Needed:  Email Volunteer Coordinator, Beth Snow at ohs.mcleancounty@gmail.com  Work either 9:45-1:00pm or 12:45-4:00pm and receive a free 
standard tour ticket 

mailto:jrmsw@aol.com
mailto:tarahenry@gmail.com
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Tues. Jul. 4:  Annual 4th of July Parade 9am; Corner of 

Grove and Woodland Street. Brunch following @Schulz’ 
1322 E. Grove.  Bring a dish to pass. 

Fri. Jul. 14: Happy Hour;  5:30 p.m.  Hosts:  Melissa & 
Micah McClelland  1116 E. Grove.   

Thurs.  Jul. 20:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club;  7:00 p.m. 

1413 E. Grove jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

Sat.  Jul. 22:  Cinema Under the Stars (movie TBD); 7:30 
p.m.  Hosts:  “The Magic House” (1924 E. Oakland).  Bring 

blanket/lawn chair/beverage.  Donations welcome.  
Tues.  Jul. 25:  Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.  

1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com 
 

- August - 
 

Fri.  Aug. 11:  Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m.  Hosts:  Open 
Sun. Aug. 13:  Ice Cream Social; 2:00 p.m.  Hosts:  Deb & 
Greg Halperin  1213 E. Washington 

Thurs.  Aug. 17:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m. 
1413 E. Grove jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

Tues. Aug. 22: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.  
1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com 

Sun. Aug. 27: Vinyl Hullabaloo; 2:00 p.m.  Hosts:  Mike & 
Nancy Schulz  1322 E. Grove.  Bring blanket/lawn chair/
beverage/vinyl if you have it.   

Clip-N-Save Calendar 

- May - 
 

Thurs.  May 18:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 

p.m. 1413 E. Grove jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

Sat. May 20:  Plant Exchange; 10:00-11:00 a.m. Todd & 

Anne O’Neill 1923 E. Jackson (driveway on Moore St.)
Tues. May 23: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 
p.m.  1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com 

Wed. May 24: Healthy in a Hurry Food Truck; 5:15 
p.m.  Centennial Christian Church parking lot, East side. 

- June - 
 

Fri. & Sat. June 2 & 3:  FGNA Garage Sale (see p.4) 
Thurs.  Jun. 1: FGNA Member Meeting; 7:00 p.m.   
Centennial Christian Church.  Guest Speakers: Kathy 

Olson-Personal Caregiver, Michelle Pawley-
Acupuncturist, & Mike Schulz-postcard collection. 

Fri.  Jun. 9:  Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m.  Host:  Michelle 
King  1522 E. Olive.   

Thurs.  Jun. 15:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 
p.m. 1413 E. Grove jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

Sat.  Jun. 24:  FGNA Summer Solstice; 4:00-7:00 p.m. 

See above for details. 
Tues.  Jun. 27:  Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 

p.m.  1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com 
 

-  July - 
 

E-Mail Updates: Get on our E-LIST by contacting Bob Dawson, Bob@Dawson1.com or sign up at any happy 

hour for breaking news, upcoming events, and announcements. (FGNA never shares email addresses) 

Every Tuesday:  YOGA in the Grove! with the OM Tribe: theomtribe.org  @ at 1222 E. Grove St.  
              Free, and donations are always accepted. 

 
 

 

What’s provided: 
Hot dogs (Thank you soooo much Bloomington Meats!!) 

Balloon Tent (fun for little ones!!) 
Kickball Field 

Bags Tournament (our first one—don’t miss out!) 
 

What to bring: 
Bring your family—there’s something for everyone!! 

Small side dish to share 
Anything else you’d like to throw on the grill 

Lawn chairs/blankets to hang out on 

Beverage of your choice  
 

To sign up for the bags tourney, email you and your partner's name to fgnabloomington@gmail.com (we want at least eight 

teams to make it an actual tourney - please sign up by June 23). If you don't have a partner, email anyway and we'll try to find 
you one - all ages are encouraged to sign up. Can’t wait to see you there! 

mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com
mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com
mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com
mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com
mailto:fgnabloomington@gmail.com

