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The FGNA is a 501(c)(3)organization formed to enhance the community in which we live. Every residence on and between the North-South boundaries
(Oakland and Washington Streets) and the East-West boundaries (State and Mercer Streets) is a member invited to join any and all events. No dues are
required and activities are funded by voluntary donations. Board member terms run for two years.
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It ’s Good to “Bee ” t he Queen
By Tara H enry, 1 3 0 0 b l o c k o f E . W a s h i n gt o n

When we were kids, it seemed that honey bees were
everywhere and that summers were filled with scores of
bee-sting near-misses. We only saw bees in flight, and my
young mind never thought about where they were
congregating when they weren’t chasing us screaming
around the back yard. What is the bigger picture
surrounding these ephemeral agents of nature?
The Secret Life of Bees
Bees live in colonies and have a very efficient social system that utilizes division of
labor and teamwork. Each hive consists of 1) one queen (the largest bee in the
colony) whose job is to produce a constant supply of eggs, 2) male drones who
mate with the queen, and 3) female worker bees, who are divided into field workers
and hive workers (also called nurse bees). Field worker bees collect all the pollen,
nectar and water used to feed the hive. Nurse bees secrete beeswax and use it to
form the honeycomb which is used to house eggs and honey production. They also
warm, protect, and feed developing eggs/larvae/pupae in the hive.
Whether an egg develops into a drone bee or a worker bee depends on one factor:
egg fertilization. Eggs that are laid in hive cells but are not fertilized become male
drones. Eggs that are fertilized by drones become female worker bees.
Drones
Eggs that are not fertilized become male bees, or drones. The only responsibility of
the drones is to mate with the queen; they don’t provide any other resources for
the hive. As winter approaches, female bees drive the drones away from the colony,
and the drones eventually perish from cold and starvation.
Worker Bees
Eggs that are fertilized in the hive become larvae, then pupae, and then mature
female worker bees. The entire metamorphosis from egg to an actively working
bee, harvesting in the field or nursing the hive, takes only 21-25 days. The total
lifespan of a worker bee is only 42-45 days and each worker bee will only produce
1/12 of a teaspoon of honey in their short lifetime, so it’s imperative that the queen
continues to produce a steady stream of fresh eggs to keep the population of the
hive adequate to sustain the colony.
(Continued on page 3)
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FGNA Gear

Make Great Holiday Gifts!
Available at neighborhood events!!
Sweatshirts: Hoodies $25
Crewneck $20
Magnets and stickers: $2 each
Recyclable shopping bags:
1 for $3, 2 for $5
T Shirts:
Men’s long sleeve T $17
Men’s/Women’s short sleeve T $15
Koozies: $2 each

FGNA Goals:

•

To celebrate and preserve our
neighborhood’s unique character and
history.

•

To promote communication and a
sense of community between
neighbors.

•

To give our neighborhood a voice in
city decision-making.

•

To keep neighbors informed about
city projects that may affect them.

•

To keep the neighborhood safe and
traffic under control.

•

To help our neighborhood schools
and businesses thrive.

•

To share expert information about
topics of interest, such as gardening
and home restoration.
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T houghts fro m the Prez
By Matt L ol lar, 1300 bl ock of Grove

2016-2017 FGNA
B o ar d Me mb e rs
President: Matt Lollar

779-875-8450
mattkat1304@gmail.com

Vice President: Tara Henry
This past March I spent nearly two weeks traveling; first I went South for work,
then after resting at home for a few days the family packed up and headed West the
next week. When we finally arrived home late on a Friday night I felt like setting fire
to my luggage so I wouldn’t be able to travel again anytime soon.
Don’t get me wrong. In general, I like to travel. I love to go to new places and
experience something different, but I guess at heart I have always been a homebody,
eager to get back home and put my head on a comfortable, familiar bed. That feeling
has only gotten stronger in the past five years living on East Grove, in the middle of
Founders’ Grove.
So, I did not burn our luggage and Katie and I plan on taking the kids somewhere
again this summer, but as the FGNA Board and I start planning events from late
spring through early fall I realized that our neighborhood offers a tiny vacation
without all the hassles of traveling.
Within the next few months FGNA residents can: exchange a variety of plants and
flowers without running up their credit card bill, attend a progressive porch tour
without waiting in line for a handstamp or wristband, see their kids march in a 4 th of
July parade without fighting traffic jams, listen to an afternoon of great music on
vinyl without being subject to a random frisk from security, and socialize all day at a
music festival without having to crash at a hotel room afterwards.
Wherever your Summer plans take you, I hope that you make time to attend some
of our “vacation” offerings, right here in the FGNA ‘hood.
See you around.

Matt

309-532-4556
tarahenry@gmail.com

Secretary: Sonya Embry
sonyajeremy@yahoo.com
Treasurer/Webmaster:
Neil Gridley
nmgridl@ilstu.edu

Social Chair: Todd Trainor
tnt98@comcast.net

Block Captain Coordinator:
Katie Lollar
mattkat1304@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:
Sandra Underwood

sandra.underwood@frontier.com

Social Media: Rhonda Massie
rmassie@hotmail.com

Historian: Rochelle Gridley
rochellegridley@hotmail.com

E-List Manager: Bob Dawson
Bob@Dawson1.com

Thank you block
captains for
delivering our
quarterly
newsletters!!
Jo Scott
Virginia Gill

Jackie Bauer
Neil & Rochelle
Gridley
Todd Trainor
Scott Sober
Sarah Jacobs
Matt & Katie Lollar
Mike Schulz
Tracey Wapp

Jim Simeone
Kathi Zurkowski
Sue Neville
Jessica Ryder
Kim Morine
Alan & Sandy Sans
Julie Winkler
Rhonda Massie
Annette Benjamin

Stephanie Newman
Paul Spitz
Michael Escoubas
Ellen Rudicil
Terri Lantz
Jeannie Riordan
Franz Eckrich
Amy Themer

Member at Large: Amanda Hill
Ahill8407@yahoo.com

Member at Large: Brett Stevens
brett@armstrongburns.com

FGNA Contact Info:
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove
FGNA’s address:
PO Box 3731, Bloomington, IL 61702
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(Continued

from page 1)

Field worker honey bees collect pollen from plants and place it in pouches on the outside of their back legs (these pollen
-filled pouches are very visible, if you get the chance to take notice). As the bee settles on multiple flowers throughout
the day, the pollen in her leg pouches transfers from one plant to another, resulting in cross-pollination. Bees also use
their tongues to collect and ingest nectar from inside flower blossoms, and to collect water for the hive as well. The field
worker carries the pollen, nectar, and water back to worker bees in the hive, who then transfer it to the beeswax comb
made up of six-sided cells. The excess water is then evaporated from the nectar in a process that includes bees fanning
the cells with their wings. As the extra water evaporates, the natural sugar in the nectar concentrates and fermentation
is prevented. When the moisture content is at an ideal percentage, the bees seal the honeycomb cells with wax caps.
These sealed cells become the food stores for the hive.
Part of the female worker bee’s job is to protect the hive, so only the females have stingers. The stinger is fully
connected to the backend of the female’s body, so after she inserts her stinger into someone (or something…bees will
sting animals who appear to be a threat to the hive) and pulls away, she literally disembowels herself and dies.
Little Wings, Big Impact
In recent years, Bee Colony Collapse Disorder (the disappearance of established colonies of bees) has been widely
publicized. The decline in the bee population is particularly threatening because one-third of the US diet is derived from
plants pollinated by insects, and 80% of that pollination is accomplished by honey bees. Beekeeping has become the
hobby and passion of a wide demographic cross-section, including a few neighbors in our area. Even if you don’t have
the desire to raise bees, please consider including pollinator-friendly plants (bee balm, echinacea, and sedum are a few
examples) in your landscape and reducing (more preferably, eliminating altogether) the use of chemicals in your yard.
One sedum plant blooming in the fall sun may not seem like a huge change to make in your yard, but it’s an oasis to bees,
and watching honey bees fly away from your flowers with their pollen sacks loaded is amazingly rewarding. If every
FGNA household added one pollinator plant in their yard this year, there would be 900 additional plants feeding
hundreds of thousands of bees. Who’s in…??!!?

Don’t Miss Ou t

B y S on ya Embr y

Get the scoop at quarterly neighborhood meetings
If you missed the last quarterly neighborhood meeting, you missed out on some interesting facts:

•

Did you know a lock on your home mailbox could help protect you from identity theft? Or how to identify if credit card
scanners on ATMs or gas pumps may have been tampered? A detective with a local police department gave the low down
on this and more.
District 87 Superintendent Barry Reilly talked about school safety and gave a sneak peek of plans for a football field turf
project as well as construction of new band, chorus and orchestra facilities, including a space for open-air concerts.

‘

•

Check out the following places for updates: fgna.org and https://www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove
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Social News
By Todd Traino r, 1200 blo ck o f Grove
After a LONG awaited start to spring, the warmer weather has FINALLY sprung on
us!
It’s now time to get the mower ready for the season, dust off the patio cushions and
put your shorts and sandals on. With that said, a reminder: District 87 schools’ last
day is May 23. PLEASE be cautious and more aware when driving through the
‘hood. The children will be out in full force enjoying freedom away from school;
hopefully not indoors on their electronic devices.
Your energetic Founders’ Grove Neighborhood board met recently to set dates and
events for the summer— you won’t be disappointed! Please check out the “Clip-N- Save” on the last page for dates and times.
Have you ever asked yourself, “How do they fund all of those great activities without paying annual
neighborhood dues??” Well, your Founders’ Grove board strategizes using 50/50 raffle and bake sale
proceeds, as well as apparel sales, monetary donations from certain events, and we also seek sponsors to fund
selected events we bring to you, our friends-neighbors. Founders’ Grove Neighborhood Association is a not
for profit, 501(c)(3), always open to accepting monetary donations. So the next time you see the donation jar
displayed, throw a dollar or two in to help assist in keeping these great traditional events happening for free or
with a nominal fee.
Finally, with the warmer weather arriving, just an awareness reminder to lock your garage, car doors, and remove any valuable
belongings to deter theft in our ‘hood. Being smart and prudent with your personal belongings is your best line of defense.
And, pet owners…. please remember how much your leashed pooch appreciates your help with clean up, and so does your
‘hood!
HAPPY SPRING!!
Until next time,

Todd

Sun’s out fun’s out! July 28
Be on the look out for further details for FGNA’s first ever progressive porch walk.
Look for updates at fgna.org and https://www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove

Great breezes Great neighbors Great drinks & eats  Great times
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FGNA Summer Solstice
Saturday, June 23, 2-11pm
1222 E. Grove St. (The Grove)

FGNA Artist Corner
Thank you so much for sharing your talent!

What’s provided:
Pulled pork sandwiches
(Thank you Brett Stevens, Re/Max Rising!!)
Kids games
Bags tournament
(contact fgnabloomington@gmail.com to
enter free tournament)
Live music

What U bring:

Family
Small side dish to share
Beverages
Lawn chairs/blankets

Artist: Bunker John Hill, age 2 1/2

What do you love about your neighborhood?
Send a quick email to fgnabloomington@gmail.com and share what you enjoy most about your “hood”. Witnessed
kindness from a neighbor? Have you hosted or attended a happy hour? Enjoyed one of our many events throughout the
year? Just so gosh darn thankful to live where you do?
No email? No worries! Just send a note to a board member!
Your stories, art, poetry, and recipes are welcomed as well!!
Newsletter submissions due by Friday, July 27, 2018. Email Sandra Underwood: sandra.underwood@frontier.com.

Neighbor-to-Neighbor Classifie ds
Local services available in your own backyard!!
S am C la r k , 3 09 -8 25 -9 44 2—4c l ark be es @c om c ast .n et
E xp e ri en ce d l awn mowe r l ook i n g f or n e i gh b orh ood l awn mowin g op p ortun i ti es th is sp ri n g an d
su mmer. Wil l i n g to mow wh il e y ou’ re on v ac ati on or f or th e en ti re mowin g season .
C a spe r Tr a in or , 30 9 - 82 8- 88 63
“T h e F ri en d ly P e t Si tte r” in F oun d e rs’ Grov e — re l i ab l e , re sp on sibl e & re ason ab le

K at i e Gr ae h l ing , 3 09 -2 12 -0 24 1—P eng ui nq een 14 @h ot m a i l .c om
O f f e rin g th e f ol l owin g se rv i ce s: b aby si tte r, moth e rs he l pe r, p e t -sitte r, y ard p i ck u p or wate ri n g
y ou r p l an ts, p i ck i n g up stic k s, cl e an in g up you r y ard , h e lp in g the el d e rl y , tu tor.
Se e k i n g or wan tin g to of f e r a se rv ic e ? Ne i gh b or -to-Ne i gh b or Cl assi f i e ds i s a f ree on e -ti me se rvi c e
av ai l ab le to y ou ! Con tac t: san d ra.un d e rwood @f ron ti e r.c om
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Your checklist for a fantastic sale:




Fri. &
Sat.

6/1& 2



Sign up today to make sure your sale is on the map.
Send an email to fgnabloomington@gmail.com by Monday,
May 28 with your address and up to five categories or items
that will be included in your sale.
Then bring $3 to Matt’s house, 1304 E. Grove St. by Thursday,
May 31 6:00 p.m. and we will have your yard sign and a stack of
sale maps to leave out for your customers.

Matt will send out reminders once you sign up and will send the final map electronically so you
can help spread the word.

This is a high traffic event, be prepared to sell LOTS of stuff!

Clip-N-Save Calendar
Tuesday: YOGA in the Grove! Resuming at 1222 E. Grove St. starting May 15, 6:00 p.m. sharp start.
No rain dates. Free, and donations are always accepted.
- May Fri. May. 11: Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m. Hosts: Jeff &
Sandy Thompson, 1513 E. Olive St.
Thurs. May. 17: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00
p.m. 1413 E. Grove St. jsjohnson1413@comcast.net
Sat. May 19: Royal Wedding Watch Party; 6:00-9:00
a.m. Host: Melody Troehler, 1122 E. Grove St.
Sat. May 19: Plant Exchange: 10:00-11:00 a.m. Todd &
Anne O’Neill 1923 E. Jackson (driveway on Moore St.)
Tues. May. 22: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00
p.m. 1219 E. Washington St. rochellegridley@gmail.com
Thurs. May. 31: FGNA Neighborhood sales pick-up;
6:00 p.m. 1304 E. Grove
- June Fri. & Sat. June 1 & 2: FGNA Neighborhood Sale;
8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. suggested times
Thurs. June 7: FGNA Member Meeting; 7:00 p.m.
Centennial Christian Church. Guest Speakers: Carol
Kaase, Child Psychologist & Susan Schafer, District 9
Representative, presenting McLean County
Fri. June. 8: Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m. Hosts: Melody &
Nick Troehler, 1122 E. Grove St.
Thurs. June 21: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00
p.m. 1413 E. Grove St. jsjohnson1413@comcast.net
Sat. June 23: FGNA Summer Solstice; 2:00-11:00 p.m.
See p.5 for details.

Tues. June 26: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
1219 E. Washington St. rochellegridley@gmail.com
- July Wed. July 4: Annual 4th of July Parade 9am; Corner of
Grove/Harwood Street. Brunch following @Schulz’ 1322 E.
Grove St. Bring a dish to pass.
Fri. July 13: Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m. Hosts: Beth & Todd
Vincent, 1407 E. Grove St.
Thurs. July 19: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
1413 E. Grove St. jsjohnson1413@comcast.net
Tues. July 24: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
1219 E. Washington St. rochellegridley@gmail.com
Sat. July 28: Progressive Porch Tour; Details upcoming.
- August Fri. Aug. 10: Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m. Host: Jamie &
Carey Moore, 503 S. Moore St.
Sun. Aug. 12: Vinyl Hullabaloo; 2:00 p.m. Hosts: Nancy
& Mike Schulz, 1322 E. Grove. St.
Thurs. Aug. 16: Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
1413 E. Grove St. jsjohnson1413@comcast.net
Sun. Aug. 19: Annual FGNA Ice Cream Social; 2:00 p.m.
Oakland School playground
Tues. Aug. 21: Washington Street Book Club; 7:00 p.m.
1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com

E-Mail Updates: Get on our E-LIST by contacting Bob Dawson, Bob@Dawson1.com or sign up at any happy
hour for breaking news, upcoming events, and announcements (FGNA never shares email addresses).
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