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Alderman Amelia Buragas…like the cartoon character Savoir 

Faire, she’s everywhere.  Knocking on doors to encourage 

residents to vote, attending not-for-profit functions to meet 

our community’s citizens, being present on the news during 

coverage of city council meetings.  And now she’s visible to 

Founders’ Grove residents in a different way:  setting up 

Christmas decorations with her family on the front lawn of 

her East Washington Street home. 
 

Amelia moved from the White Place neighborhood to 

Founders’ Grove last year with her husband Michael (an 

architect) and two sons Alexander (age 7) and Sebastian (age 

4).  She has been an alderman for Ward 4 (our ward, which extends from south of 

Oakland to north of Emerson) since 2015.  
 

Amelia the Alderman 

So what exactly is the scope of an alderman, anyway? You know you were thinking 

it… 
 

An alderman is an elected member of city council, representing the citizens of their 

legislative district, or “ward”.  The City of Bloomington is divided geographically into 

nine wards, and each ward elects one alderman to serve as that community’s 

advocate.  The role of the alderman is to take into account the interests and 

concerns of their ward’s citizens and be their voice of representation in matters 

concerning city legislation, resource allocation, services provided, etc.  The City of 

Bloomington’s nine aldermen and the city mayor make up the city council, which 

serves as the legislative body of Bloomington by voting on items such as proposed 

loans, grants, city projects, zoning changes, and traffic control issues.  
 

In order to be eligible to run for alderman, one must be a “qualified elector of the 

municipality” who “has resided in the municipality at least one year preceding the 

election”.  Bloomington aldermen must also be residents of the geographical ward 

they seek to represent.  An alderman is a paid position and carries a four-year term, 

with the opportunity to run for multiple terms.  
 

Amelia the Neighbor 

Amelia grew up in McLean County and came home to practice law with her father at 

the Dorris Law Firm in Downtown Bloomington. In addition to her law degree, 

Amelia has a master's degree in journalism and formerly worked as an editor at a 

national trade publication. Prior to joining the Bloomington City Council, Amelia 

served as the Vice President of Evergreen Memorial Cemetery and as a member of 

the Bloomington Zoning Board of Appeals. Amelia also is on the board of the McLean 

County Museum of History.  
 

I asked Amelia a few questions pertaining to her city government position:  
 

(Continued on page 3) 

M e e t  A m e l i a  B u r a g a s  
By  T a r a  H enr y ,  1 3 0 0  b l o c k  o f  E .  W a s h i n g t o n   

 

FGNA Goals: 

 To celebrate and preserve our 
neighborhood’s unique character and 

history. 

 To promote communication and a 
sense of community between 
neighbors. 

 To give our neighborhood a voice in 
city decision-making. 

 To keep neighbors informed about 
city projects that may affect them. 

 To keep the neighborhood safe and 

traffic under control. 

 To help our neighborhood schools 
and businesses thrive. 

 To share expert information about 
topics of interest, such as gardening 

and home restoration. 
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Founders’ Grove Neighborhood Association 

The FGNA is a 501(c)(3)organization formed to enhance the community in which we live.  Every residence on and between the North-South boundaries 

(Oakland and Washington Streets) and the East-West boundaries (State and Mercer Streets) is a member invited to join any and all events.  No dues are 

required and activities are funded by voluntary donations.  Board member terms run for two years. 

FGNA Gear 
Available at neighborhood events!! 

 

Sweatshirts:  Hoodies $25  

Crewneck $20     

Magnets and stickers:  $2 each 

Recyclable shopping bags:  

1 for $3, 2 for $5 

T Shirts: 

Men’s long sleeve T  $17 

Men’s/Women’s short sleeve T $15 

Koozies:  $2 each 
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Thoughts from the Prez 

By Matt Lol lar, 1300 block of Grove  2015-2016 FGNA 
Board Members  

 

President:  Matt Lollar 
779-875-8450 

mattkat1304@gmail.com 
 

Vice President:  Tara Henry 
309-532-4556 

tarahenry@gmail.com 
 

Secretary:  Deb Hanchett 
dhanchett1812@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer/Webmaster:            
Neil Gridley 
nmgrdl@ilstu.edu 
 

Social Chair:  Todd Trainor 
tnt98@comcast.net 
 

Block Captain Coordinator:   

Katie Lollar 
mattkat1304@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor:   

Sandra Underwood 
sandra.underwood@frontier.com 
 

Social Media:  Rhonda Massie 
rmassie@hotmail.com 
 

Historian:  Rochelle Gridley 
rochellegridley@hotmail.com 

 

E-List Manager:  Bob Dawson 
Bob@Dawson1.com 
 

Member at Large:  Jackie Bauer 

mj.bauer@comcast.net 
 

Member at Large:  Mike Schulz 
mlschul@frontier.com  

As many of our residents know, FGNA is a non-profit organization, unaffiliated 

with any political party or religious affiliation. That being said, the past year has 

been such an unprecedented one in American politics, I feel I would be remiss 

not to offer up a brief reflection. Smarter people than I have dissected the 2016 

election, so I won’t rehash the history; at this point it is old news. What feels 

useful to me at that point is to offer up encouragement that makes sense to me 

at the local, neighborhood level.  

 
No matter your conviction, consider to be neither 

careless nor lazy in your ideas. Build a support 

group of like-minded individuals around you, and 

at the same time, listen to and engage others with 

differing perspectives. Taking the time to listen to 

another’s story on how they came to a different 

view, you might learn something that will challenge 

or help enhance your ideals.  

 
Speaking of elections: In case you are not aware, 

on February 28 there will be a special Primary 

Election to narrow the mayoral field for      

Bloomington from five candidates down to two. 

The FGNA has reached out to all five candidates to ask them to attend our 

member meeting on March 2 if they are in the final  running for the April 4 con-

solidated election. Please join us in hearing the final two candidates discuss their 

vision for Bloomington and answer our questions.  This is a great opportunity 

to fully engage in our local mayoral process, come with an open mind, have 

your voices heard, and decide for yourself.    

  
Looking around our neighborhood, I see the best that individuals have to offer: 

charity, good will, altruism, and a willingness to meet and accept others. As  

always, I am proud to be your neighbor.  I’m truly thankful for the unity FGNA 

provides through our many opportunities to come together throughout the 

year.   

 
Please know, you are always welcome at every event and will be with a warm 

greeting and smile.  

 

 Matt 

 

We’re on Facebook! 
 

“Like” us to  

keep up with  

neighborhood news,  

community events, 

and future plans:  
 

www.facebook.com/Founders’Grove  

 

Would love to publish you!!  Please submit by  

Friday, January 20, 2017 Email Sandra Underwood:   

sandra.underwood@frontier.com. 

Looking around 

our neighborhood, 

I see the best that 

individuals have to 

offer: charity, good 

will, altruism, and 

a willingness to 

meet and accept 

others. As always, 

I am proud to be 

your neighbor. 

The winning house belongs to Todd & Beth at 1407 E Grove St.                            

We look forward to seeing your house on the 2018 FGNA Calendar cover! 

http://www.facebook.comfoundersgrove/
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Check out the following places for updates: fgna.org  and https://www.facebook.com/FoundersGrove 

What inspired you to run for alderman? 
 

“I had gotten involved in local government through the Evergreen Memorial Cemetery and the Bloomington Zoning Board of 

Appeals. I really enjoyed it and thought there was an opportunity to bring a different perspective to council.” 
 

What are some of your goals to accomplish while you're in the alderman position? 
 

“Bloomington is at a critical juncture. We have many assets--a highly educated workforce, strategic location, strong local 

business community and first-class educational facilities--but we also have many challenges--increased regional and global 

competition, outdated infrastructure, lack of strategic planning, underfunded public pensions, etc. I see council's job in the 

short term as doing what we can to leverage our assets while addressing our challenges so that we will have a strong and 

sustainable economic future. This won't be accomplished overnight, but we are making progress. In the last four years, city 

council has increased spending on infrastructure to historically high levels. We've increased our involvement in economic 

development to bring new businesses into the community and to help our locally-owned businesses succeed. Council also 

passed a plan to fully fund our pensions by the year 2040 and adopted a comprehensive plan to guide how our community 

grows in the future. The council also has adopted new policies that place greater emphasis on neighborhood revitalization and 

community safety.”  
 

What's your favorite/most rewarding thing about being an alderman? 
 

“I have really enjoyed meeting Bloomington residents. I am constantly impressed at how informed and involved residents are in 

the community. Being on council has given me the opportunity to really experience the strong sense of community that is 

shared by all of our residents.” 
 

If you’d like to stay informed about Bloomington’s ongoing projects, financial position, etc., you can attend city council 

meetings on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at 7pm. Council meetings are held at City Hall downtown, and are open to 

the public.  Meeting agendas, records of previous meetings, and live video streams of meetings in progress can be found online 

at www.cityblm.org.  
 

If you wish to contact Amelia with a comment or concern regarding our city, you may reach her at 309-825-0563 or by email 

at ward4@cityblm.org.   
 

Thank you Amelia, for representing Founders’ Grove, and welcome to the neighborhood! 

(Continued from page 1) 

1408 E. Grove is happy to announce the arrival 
of Camila Junco Vidal-Herbez born to Erin 
Herbez and Andrés Vidal-Gadea on January 4.  
We are immensely grateful to OSF nurses and 
staff, and to Dr. Dutta and her staff. We could 
not recommend them more highly!  

http://www.cityblm.org
mailto:ward4@cityblm.org
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  Social News 

  By Todd Trainor,  1200 block of Grove 
 

Welcome to 2017 as well as a new social event; FGNA Screen Printing Party at Meltdown 

Creative Works on February 18, 2017!!  Bring an item to have our FGNA logo printed on. Hurry...sign up soon as 

there are limited spaces available.   

 

So far this new year we held our out-of-the-hood happy hour at 905 East Jefferson Street; a beautiful Victorian home with 

ample space for guests to explore. Thank you to Emily and Anthony for opening their doors to us!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever thought...Hmm should I host a  

neighborhood happy hour??  Well, this is your time as 

there are many spots open for the year!  It's easy,  

simple, and a great way to show off your property. If  

interested shoot me an email or call to reserve a 

date.  As a volunteer-based neighborhood association 

we are always looking for new and exciting events/

activities to bring to our residents, please let us know 

of your ideas or suggestions and we will consider them 

for a future event.  

 

 

The annual Easter Egg Hunt will be Sunday, April 09, with Peter Cotton Tail planning to bless us with his 

presence. We are seeking candy donations for stuffing 500+ eggs which will be sought after by many of our   neighborhood 

children. Please bring candy donations to the next 2 happy hours or contact me to make arrangements for your donation, 

tnt98@comcast.net or (309) 828-8863. 

 

As always, check out the Clip-N-Save calendar in this edition for full details on upcoming events, also check out fgna.org 

and like us on Facebook. 

 

You're the reason we have the best darn neighborhood on the planet, for attending and making our events a huge         

success.  I speak for the entire board when I say this is what drives us to keep traditions going, as well as brain storming to 

introduce new events for future memories. 

See you around, Todd 

Good times! 

Congrats 50/50 winner!! Beautiful night, beautiful music! 

mailto:tnt98@comcast.net
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The scan from the 1874 McLean Co atlas shows, in the top right-hand 

corner of the part of the plat of Bloomington, a block in east    

Bloomington that is bounded by Grove on the south, Washington on 

the north, Kreitzer on the west, and Vale on the east.   Jesse W. Fell 

and Charles W. Holder owned the tract depicted, and on the NE   

corner of Kreitzer and Grove, Charles Holder built a big house for his 

family around 1870.   

 

 

The map shows the house's location and a semi-circular drive  

leading to the house (pictured right).  It burned down in the 

late 1870s.    

 

 

 

The photos of Charles Warren Holder (1819-1900) and Mary Jane 

Milner Holder (1819-1899).  Milner Library is named for Angeline 

Vernon Milner, Mary Jane’s niece. 
 

 

In 1836, Holder moved with his parents and brother Richard to 

Tremont, IL.  Holder's father, Daniel, was among other things, a 

highly respected amateur ornithologist and a colleague of John 

James Audubon.  Daniel passed his birding skill onto his sons, and 

their collection of bird specimens formed the basis of the Illinois 

State Museum ornithological collection, which was at the time of their gift in the 1860s held at Illinois State                    

University.  Some of the birds given by the Holders are still in the ISU collection, and others later were transferred to the 

State’s collection in Springfield.  
 

In 1853, Charles & Richard Holder founded a hardware store in Bloomington.  They hoped to take advantage of a building 

boom stimulated by the Illinois Central railroad that connected Bloomington that year to eastern and southern            

markets.  Holder's wife's family, the Milners, were also involved in the hardware store.  Holder founded with Jesse Fell, the 

towns of Towanda and Holder in Illinois, and Larchwood in Iowa.  The Fell, Holder, and Milner families were all descended 

from Quaker families from the Northeast.  Mary Jane Holder and Hester Vernon Fell were first cousins.   
 

Holder was also a director and founder of the Home Bank.  When the Home Bank failed in the mid-1870s, along with all 

the other banks in Bloomington, except the National Bank of Bloomington, Holder was bankrupted. Charles Holder’s son, 

grandson, and great-grandsons continued the Holder hardware business until the 1980s. 
 

I know about all this because I am one of Charles and Mary Jane Holder's great-great-great grandsons.  

Neighbor -to-Neighbor  Class i f ieds  

Local services available in your own backyard!! 
 

Casper Trainor ,  309 -828-8863—  

“Casper the Friendly Pet  S it ter” —  re l i ab le ,  responsib le & reasonable  
 

Katie Graehl ing ,  309 -200-9507—Responsib le & respect fu l  babys it ter ,  pet  s i t ter ,  and mother’s 

helper.   Ready and wi l l ing to water p lants ,  trash & recyc l ing ,  and take in newspaper.  
 

Seeking or want ing to  of fer a serv ice?   Neighbor -to-Neighbor Class i f ieds i s  a f ree one - t ime    

service ava i l able to you! Contact :  sandra.underwood@front ier .com  

  W h y  I  K n o w  T h i s  
By  B i l l  B u t l e r ,  2 000  b l o c k  o f  E a s t  J a c k s o n  
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Fri. Apr. 14: Happy Hour;  5:30 p.m.  Hosts:  Open   

Thurs.  Apr. 20:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club;  7:00 p.m. 

1413 E. Grove jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

Sun.  Apr. 23:  Neighborhood clean-up; 2:00 p.m.  Meet 

at Holiday Park.  
Tues.  Apr. 25:  Washington Street Book Club; 6:00 p.m.  

1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com 
 

- May- 
 

Fri.  May. 12:  Happy Hour: 5:30 p.m.  Hosts:  Jeff & 

Sandy Thompson.  1513 E. Olive.   

Thurs.  May 18:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 p.m. 

1413 E. Grove jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

Sat. May 20:  Plant Exchange: 10:00-11:00 a.m. Todd & 

Anne O’Neill 1923 E. Jackson (driveway on Moore St.)

Tues. May 23: Washington Street Book Club; 6:00 p.m.  

1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com 
 

- June - 
 

Fri. & Sat. June 3 & 4:  FGNA Garage Sale 

Fri. June 9: Happy Hour; 5:30 p.m. Host:  Open. 

Clip-N-Save Calendar 

- February - 
 

Thurs.  Feb. 16:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club;  7:00 

p.m. 1413 E. Grove jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

Sat. Feb. 18: Screen Print Party; 6:30—8:30 p.m. Host:  

Meltdown Creative Works.  409 E. Washington St. 

Tues. Feb. 28: Yoga class cancelled due to Primary 

Election. 

Tues.  Feb 28:  Washington Street Book Club; 6:00 

p.m.  1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com 
 

- March- 
 

Thurs.  Mar. 2: FGNA Member Meeting; 7:00 p.m.   

Centennial Christian Church.  Guest Speakers: Mayoral 

Candidates. 

Fri.  Mar. 10:  Happy Hour: 5:30 p.m.  Hosts:  

Rochelle & Neil Gridley.  1219 E. Washington.   

Thurs.  Mar. 16:  Mystery Lover’s Book Club; 7:00 

p.m. 1413 E. Grove jsjohnson1413@comcast.net 

Tues.  Mar. 28:  Washington Street Book Club; 6:00 

p.m.  1219 E. Washington rochellegridley@gmail.com 
 

-  April - 
 

Sun. Apr. 9:  Easter Egg Hunt (rain or shine); 2:00 p.m. 

1222 E. Grove St. aka “The Grove” 

E-Mail Updates: Get on our E-LIST by contacting Bob Dawson, Bob@Dawson1.com or sign up at any happy 

hour for breaking news, upcoming events, and announcements. (FGNA never shares email addresses) 

 

 

Please join the Old House Society in recognizing Founders' Grove resident David Beich as a "Gift to the Street" winner, as well 

as for his many other contributions to the Bloomington/Normal old house community over the past 25 years.  
 

 

A slideshow and recognition program in David's honor will be held at the Old House Society's Annual Meeting 

on Thursday, February 16 at Vrooman Mansion. The evening will begin with a social hour from 5:30 to 

6:30pm, followed by a short business meeting, a slideshow and recognition program in David's honor, and will 

wrap up with a lecture by local historian Mike Matejka, covering "Bloomington's Historic West Side".  This 

meeting is open to Old House Society members as well as non-members who are interested in learning more 

about the organization.  There is no cost to attend this event.  

Every Tuesday:  YOGA in the Grove! with the OM Tribe: theomtribe.org  @ Centennial Christian Church—

Community Room (east door entrance). Will resume at 1222 E. Grove St. once warm weather returns.              

Free, and donations are always accepted. 

Annual FGNA Plant Exchange:   May 20, 10:00-11:00AM 

Come join us for the Annual FGNA Plant Exchange!  Jumpstart your garden or share your green thumb with your neighbors. 
 

Bring plants, pots, landscaping materials, gardening tools or books to share, or just come to get ideas.  Please label your plants 

and place them in containers or bags.  You can even drop off labeled plants in the driveway before Saturday.  You don’t need 

to bring a plant to take some home, to get ideas, or just to have fun.  Everyone is welcome. 
   

Where: Anne & Todd O’Neill’s Yard, 1923 E. Jackson (Driveway on Moore St.) 

Info: Anne & Todd at 664-1677 anne.c.oneill@comcast.net  

mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com
mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com
mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com
mailto:Gridley---rochellegridley@gmail.com

